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WHO WE ARE

OUR JOURNEY SO FAR

s“ The Knowledge and Human Development Authority
(KHDA) is responsible for the quality & growth of private

In Dubai, most of the students  education in Dubai, enabling members of our community

go to private schools.

[
Gy

to lead happy, productive lives.

i 111 Universities

We believe in educating the mind & educating the heart.

@ What Works

A movement started in 2012 in Dubai
by educators for educators to share the
best of what they do, based on
appreciative inquiry.

: Wested 2
“7 School of Hearts

The first survey to measure students’
happiness at schools in Dubai, done in
partnership with WestEd California to
improve practice and transform hearts.

I Healthy & Happy School Award @b The Festival of Positive Education

A collaborative project from Dubai
government teams to recognise schools
which prioritise student happiness and
wellbeing, and share their practices
with others.

KHDA hosted a workshop during this
event, the first of its kind to bring
together educators and positive
psychology practitioners to talk about
what positive education looks like in
schools.

Some of our friends across the globe who are supporting Dubai schools to thrive.

Action For Happiness
www.actionforhappiness.org

A movement of people committed to
building a happier and more caring
society.

International Positive Education
Network (IPEN)

www.ipositive-education.net

A global network of educators promoting
positive education, and challenging the
current paradigm of education.

National Art & Design
Saturday Club

www.saturday-club.org
Fun programmes to channel

with the help of community

leaders.

Ground-Up Initiative

www.groundupinitiative.org
Connecting people of all
the creativity of young adults,  ages with nature, to
cultivate a resilient and kind
mentors. community of grounded

Green Bronx Machine

www.greenbronxmachine.org
Engaging students in
growing vegetables en
route to spectacular
academic performance.



WHERE WE ARE NOW SCHOOL OF HEARTS & MINDS

Data from 69,000 responses to the School of Hearts & Minds survey.
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2016/17 | 98 SCHOOLS | 23K STUDENTS 9K TEACHERS ' 37K PARENTS

770/0 A Adddddddddddd Students Grades 5-8

I am HAPPY

0/g vvvvovvvvvvee Students Grades 9-12
to be at my school 76%

- 87% 85% 80% 73% 68%

9yearsold 10yearsold 11yearsold 12yearsold 13 yearsold

My child enjoys school 9690 vevvvvevvvvvvvvve pPaents

I enjoy working at this school 950/p vevvvvvvvvvvvvvve - Teachers

Parents Teachers
The school places a high
degree of importance on my
child's wellbeing

Adults at this school prioritise
student wellbeing
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Schools in Dubai develop nurturing environments and equip students with life skills.

75% 89% 98%
=—— (Grades 9-12 Parents Teachers
Adults at this school | am very happy with Adults at this school
help me to become a the way the school is help each child to
better person and care helping my child to become a better
for others become a better person  person and care for
and care for others others

Current as of 15 Jan 2017



WHERE WE ARE NOW SCHOOL OF HEARTS & MINDS

Students connect, discover and build positive relationships at school and outside.

73% 74%

Grades 5-8  Grades 9-12

90% 87%

Teachers and other
grown-ups at school
care about me

A parent or some

other grown-up at
home cares about
my schoolwork

0
94%  gs0,
Grades 5-8  Grades 9-12 Parents of younger kids
 c— Parents of older students
c c
C C

At home, a family My child reads
member reads
aloud with my
children on a

regularly for
pleasure

regular basis

Dubai schools cultivate resilience and perseverance.

| keep working and working
until I get it right

Grades 5-8

[

Grades 9-12

I can do most of the things
if 1 try

Schools in Dubai promote and encourage positive behavior amongst students.

| feel safe at school

The school teaches students
to care about each other and
treat each other with respect

:82% tunannnannnin

80%

Grades 5-8

72%

Grades 9-12

Grades 5-8

'84% 1ILNRNNNNNNIND

Grades 9-12

Students get along well
together and occurrences of
bullying are rare

Healthy students are on the right path to become better learners.

| ate breakfast this
morning

76%

Grades 5-8

| came to school
feeling well rested
today

93%

Grades 5-8

89%

Grades 9-12

| like to be physically
active

Current as of 15 Jan 2017



SHARING HAPPINESS WHAT WE ARE DOING

Working together for better education and more happiness.

THE LIGHTHOUSE

- Dubai school leaders collaborate on
ap?,;%:ﬁ‘;’!ﬁ.. o research into successful positive education
“%’P",‘”@“g ° worldwide and share their findings with

e others for the benefit of all schools.
nwuesacis 100 DAYS OF POSITIVITY e

Together with the National
Programme for Happiness and
Positivity, this initiative brings out the
best teaching and learning from within
to embed positive education.

LIVING ARABIC

An interactive platform run by schools
inspiring the school community towards the
love and enhancement of the Arabic

language.
#TeachersOfDubai
An ongoing social media initiative
designed to share positive stories from o
teachers'ln Dubai and_ bring the ABUNDANCE
community together in support of
teachers and teaching. High performing schools incentivised

to share and extend best practices
with lower performing schools in

Dubai.
DUBAI SATURDAY CLUBS
Taking inspiration from the UK’s
Saturday Clubs, Dubai now offers “opr
young people an innovative and ONLINE PLATFORMS

We connect our community to each
other through our social media
channels.

SHARING HAPPINESS WHERE WE ARE GOING

Paving the way towards a stronger focus on happiness and wellbeing.

W & esEE

creative opportunity created around
different pivotal themes. a

Tracking the i Linking wellbeing : Assisting schools to : Helping the UAE to
wellbeing of © with academic i conduct & evaluate | become one of the top
individual students | performance. | projects to improve | 5 happiest countries
over time. i student wellbeing. ¢ globally by 2021.

© 2017 Knowledge and Human Development Authority, Dubai, UAE. All rights reserved.
In the interests of enhancing the value of the information contained in this report, you may use
and distribute any material contained within provided that KHDA is acknowledged as the source.
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