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Executive summary 
 

This report provides an overview of the key findings and messages emerging from the 159 private 

schools in Dubai during the 2016-2017 school inspection cycle, by the Dubai School Inspections Bureau 

(DSIB). 

Parents are now much more likely to have access to a good school for their children than nine years 

ago. Currently, there are 169,021 students attending good or better schools. This is 134,736 more 

students than in 2008.  

There is still much work to be done towards achieving UAE Vision 2021 especially in raising the 

achievement of our low performing schools and decreasing the differences in outcomes between groups 

of students. We continue to emphasise the importance of effective challenge, support and intervention 

at all levels to bring about the improvements needed to ensure that students have the best chance of 

success.  

The report also highlights the following five key messages for private schools in Dubai, drawn from the 

findings of the inspections: 

 More Emirati students are attending good or better schools . For the first time, more than 

half of Emirati students in Dubai schools attend good or better schools. However, we know that 

more needs to be done to narrow the gap in achievement between Emirati students and their 

peers. 

 Schools are a good place for community cohesion. For the first time, the majority (61%) of 

private schools in Dubai now operate a level of provision for students with special educational 

needs and/or disabilities (SEND), which is good or better. 

 The UAE National Agenda -achieving the aspirations of the UAE Vision 2021. In 2016-

2017, 66% of Dubai schools met or exceeded expectations towards meeting their National 

Agenda targets. 

 Students are making steady progress in the core subjects. The best indicator of good 

 Verbal and numerical 

reasoning and problem-solving skills are needed to succeed in examinations, in further study 

and in employment. Thinking skills are best developed when students are engaged in their 

learning and have time to think deeply about what they are learning. 

 Leadership in Dubai schools continues to improve. Successful school leaders place a high 

value on learning, for staff as well as for students. In high-performing schools, confident senior 

leaders promote a clear vision for staff development and establish a strong and collaborative 

culture of professional development.  
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Dubai private schools at a glance 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Number of private schools in Dubai   185 

Students in all private schools in Dubai 273,599 

Schools involved in the 2016-2017 inspection cycle  159 

There are                            students in these schools 263,051 

 Number of new schools inspected  11 

There are                         students in these schools 

schoolschools 

10,411 

Number of Emirati students  32,103 

Number of students with SEND  15,099 
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Number of schools in the inspection cycles over the years 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

During the 2016-2017 academic 

year, 159 private schools in Dubai 

were in the inspection cycle. These 

schools were responsible for 

educating 263,051 students, from 

early years to Grade 12. This is an 

increase of 50 schools since private 

schools were first inspected by the 

DSIB in 2008-2009. 

109

131 136 139 143 141 143 149
159

   Parents told us... 

Bravo! for the constant 

efforts to enhance the 

level of education of 

students in UAE 

Parents told us... 

The school is very well organised, 

the teachers are very good, 

communication with parents is 

excellent, and our daughter hugely 

enjoys her time at the school 

Years of improving outcomes for students 

through inspections (2008-2017) 9 

Inspectors 8,071 

Lessons observed 117,552 

Hours in classes 61,790 

Hours in meetings 16,671 
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Inspection findings 2016-2017 
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16 
Schools 

14 
Schools 

11%29,490 
Students 

37,010 
Students 

69 
Schools 

102,521 
Students 

50 
Schools 

78,465 
Students 

10 
Schools 

15,565 
Students 

14%

39%

30%

6%
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Trend of overall performance 

64% of students in Dubai schools now attend good or better schools, compared to 30% of students when 

inspections started in 2008-2009. The graph below indicates further, the improvements made during this 

period.   
 

 

 

 

 

  

Parents told us... 

The school has moved forward and 

keeps moving forward with a great 

pace. I can clearly see the development 

of my kids and their learning in a fine 

progressive manner. I am happy that 

my kids are studying in this school 

Students told us... 

By keeping professional 

teachers, it makes the 

school a better place Parents told us... 

I am satisfied and 

very happy with my 

child's study 

Weak Acceptable Good Very good \

Outstanding
Overall rating of schools

22% more 
students attend 
'Very good' and 
'Outstanding' 
schools8% less students 

attend 'Weak' schools

26% less 
students 
attend 
'Acceptable' 
schools

Students in private schools between 2008-2009 and 2016-2017

12% more 
students attend 
'Good'' schools
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curriculum, two schools offering a Pakistani curriculum, two SABIS, 

one German, one Russian, one Canadian, and one Japanese 

  

2

3

4

1

4

5

7

12

11

11

4

2

1

8

4

13

10

27

1

1

3

9

2

1

1

2

10

Others*

French

Iranian

IB

MOE

US

Indian

UK

Weak Acceptable Good Very Good Outstanding

The majority of 
students attending 
Dubai private 
schools that have 
adopted a French, 
IB, UK or Indian 
curriculum are in 
schools judged to be 
good or better 
overall. 

 Changes between 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 

10 
Schools improved 
their overall 
performance 

11,802 
Students 

2,446 
Emirati students 

4 Schools declined in 
their overall 
performance 

7,099 
Students 

8 
Emirati students 

 Schools overall performance in 2016-2017 by curriculum 

Parents told us... 
Need to reduce 
number of 
students in a class 
so students have 

increased 
personal attention 
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New Schools inspected for the first time  

early part of their development, a team of KHDA staff visit the 

school. 

The purpose of the visit is to continue the professional dialogue 

between KHDA and the school regarding the implementation of 

academic plan.  

understanding of the inspection process and how it can reach 

guidance on how the school might prepare for a formal inspection.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All have good leadership 

 

 

 

 

All have good or better 

partnership with 

parents 

 

 

 

 

All have very good 

management, staffing, 

facilities and resources 

 

 

 

 

The large majority have 

good or better provision 

for students with 

SEND 

 
 

 

The key areas for the new schools to work on are: 

  

 self-evaluation: 64% schools judged to have less than good self-evaluation and school improvement 

planning.  

The visit usually involves: 

 meeting with the principal and 

senior school leaders 

 reviewing the documentation 

that sets out the progress made 

by the school 

 a tour of the school 

 lesson observations 

 Overall performance of new schools 

 In the good schools the key features of success were 

11 New schools inspected 
for the first time in 
2016-2017 

6 Good schools 
4 Acceptable schools 
1 Weak schools 
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Key 
messages 

More Emirati students are 

attending good or better schools 

Dubai schools are a good 

place for community cohesion 

The UAE National Agenda - 

achieving the aspirations  

of the UAE Vision 2021 

Students are making steady 

progress in the core subjects 

Leadership in Dubai private 

schools continues to improve 
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More Emirati students are 
attending good or better schools 
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26%

34%
37% 39%

46%

54%

2008-2009 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017

More Emirati students are attending good or better schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

US UK MOE IB Others 

 

 

 

 
 

63% (20,197) 21% (6,911) 7% (2,141) 5% (1,717) 4% (1,150) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Percentage of Emirati students in 

the years 
The percentage of Emirati 

students attending good or 

better schools has doubled 

since 2008-2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 Emirati students in Dubai private schools by curriculum 
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Clearly, Emirati students have improved across the board, mirroring the improvement seen in Dubai students 

as a whole. However, Emirati students performed below the international average of 500. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 TIMSS - trend for Emirati students in Dubai private schools from 2011 to 2015 

410
392

425 419

459 454 458 462

Grade(4)

Mathematics

Grade(4)

Science

Grade(8)

Mathematics

Grade(8)

Science

2011 2015

 PISA - trend for Emirati students in Dubai private schools from 2012 to 2015 

International average (500) 

434

425 425424
422

425

410

415

420

425

430

435

440

Science Mathematics Reading

2012 2015

The skills-based PISA assessment data 

does not show any improvements overall in 

the performance of Emirati students in 

private schools, at 15 years old. 

 In 2015, Emirati students in Grade 4 

performed better in mathematics than in 2011. 

They scored 49 points above their previous 

score in 2011. In Grade 4 science, they 

performed significantly better with 62 points 

higher than their previous score in 2011. 

 In 2015, Emirati students in Grade 8, 

performed better in mathematics. They scored 

33 points above their previous score in 2011. 

In Grade 8 science, they performed significantly 

better with 43 points higher than their 

previous score in 2011. 

 The attainment of Emirati students shows 

steady improvements in mathematics and 

science based on TIMSS data 
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 We encourage schools to remember:  

the importance of linking with, and working towards, the UAE 2021 

vision and H.H  

 high expectations for all new schools to provide a good 

quality of education and of achieving the UAE National Agenda 

targets. 

 

 
 We ask parents to:  

get a sense of what their children are doing in school and find out 

how well they are doing 

encourage children who are insecure about their academic abilities  

check homework and help children to understand their mistakes, 

understand the material, and correctly complete the work. 
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Dubai schools are a good place 
for community cohesion 



 
 

18 

 

DSIB School Inspection - Key Messages (2016 2017) 

Dubai schools are a good place for community cohesion 

 

 

 

For the first time since the DSIB began evaluating, and 

reporting on, the quality of provision for students with SEND 

within the private schools across Dubai, the majority of 

private schools (61%) now operate a level of provision which 

is good or better. 

Crucially, these schools provide quality services to a significant 

percentage of all the students identified with SEND (78%) 

within the private schools across Dubai. 

 

 

  

39%

48%

61%

2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017

Overall provision for students with SEND 

(Percentage of Good or better provision)

 Overall provision for students with SEND 

          Parents told us... 

The teachers identify the special needs and talents of 

children and recommend them for any further help 

may it be for problem solving , the gifted and talented 

programs for writing skills, art or any other subjects 

Students told us... 

The teachers should 

teach and care about 

everyone equally 
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Inspection findings show a correlation between improvements 

in provision and effective leadership in inclusive schools. 69% 

of schools now provide a good or better quality of leadership 

of provision for students with SEND.  

The improving capacity of schools to be inclusive has ensured 

that more students have access to positive learning 

opportunities. Consequently, outcomes for students with 

SEND continue to improve with nearly 60% of students with 

SEND making good or better progress. 

 
 

 

 

Despite significant improvements in this area, an urgency for 

action remains. Nearly 40% of private schools in Dubai 

continue to use approaches which restrict outcomes for 

students with SEND. Consequently they are acceptable or 

weak and are below the expected level. 

In accordance with the Dubai Disability Strategy, it is 

essential that school owners, operators, governors and senior 

leaders recognise and prioritise the need to develop their 

educational services for students with SEND. This must 

become a key improvement initiative for all schools, and 

particularly for those operating at a level which is below the 

standards expected in Dubai. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

46%
54%

69%

2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017

Leadership of SEND 
(Percentage of Good or better leadership)

38%

49%

58%

2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017

Progress of students with SEND 
(Percentage of Good or better progress)

 Leadership of SEND 

 Progress of students with SEND 

  We challenge senior leaders and governors to:  

promote an inclusive ethos 

provide the support, advice and guidance necessary for all stakeholders, including 

teachers, to be held to account for the demonstration of this ethos through their 

attitudes, behaviour, communication and conduct 

implement school policies and procedures are consistently applied across  

the school. This will help to ensure that barriers to inclusion are  

consistently identified and systematically removed. 
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The UAE National Agenda -
achieving the aspirations of the 

UAE Vision 2021 
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The UAE National Agenda -achieving the aspirations of the UAE Vision 2021 

In 2014, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister 

of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, launched the UAE National Agenda to help achieve the UAE 

Vision 2021. The objectives underpinning the UAE National Agenda provide schools with 

clearly-defined targets against which to measure the progress they are making towards 

achieving the aspirations of the UAE Vision 2021. 

 

A special section dedicated to the National Agenda is included in inspection reports for schools which are 

required to participate in the TIMSS and PISA tests. This section focuses on the improvement of schools 

towards meeting the National Agenda targets and attainment based on the UAE National Agenda Parameter 

(NAP). It also provides details of internal initiatives adopted to achieve school targets.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

,  

as indicated by NAP 

benchmarks in English, 

mathematics and science 

 

 

 

 

quality and use of data 

analysis of international 

benchmark assessments  

to improve curriculum, 

teaching and learning 

 

 

 

 

curriculum adaptations  

to meet TIMSS and  

PISA requirements 

 

 

 

 

adjustments to teaching 

methods to develop 

nking 

and research skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Focus areas for the UAE National Agenda inspections 

        Students told us... 

I wish that our school 

allowed us to use our 

devices therefore making 

us more independent 

Parents told us... 

I would suggest KHDA  

visits schools without 

informing the staffs  

and school 
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In 2016-2017, 100% of Dubai private schools, 

required to participate in the TIMSS and PISA tests, 

took part in the National Agenda Parameter. As a result 

of the National Agenda inspections, 66% of these 

schools have met or exceeded expectations in the 

overall improvement towards meeting their National 

Agenda targets. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Schools met or exceeded expectations 

Attainment as indicated by the National Agenda Parameter (NAP) 

benchmarks tests: 

Attainment in the National Agenda Benchmarking tests indicates that UK and UK/IB 

curriculum schools have the highest attainment in English and mathematics, while Indian 

curriculum schools have achieved best in science. 

  We encourage:  

eligible schools to remember achieving the UAE National Agenda is a responsibility 

shared by KHDA and schools 

problem-solving skills  

all new schools to contribute to the educational landscape in Dubai  

by providing high quality education. Is this relevant? 
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Students are making steady 

progress in the core subjects 
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Students are making steady progress in the core subjects 

 

 

Islamic education in a number of areas:   
 

 

 

 

and Hadeeth 

 

 

 

 

Islamic values 

and principles 

 

 

 

 

Islamic law and 

etiquettes 

 

 

 

 

Seerah (Life of 

the Prophet 

PBUH) 

 

 

 

 

Faith 

 

 

 

 

Identity 

 

 

 

 

Humanity and 

the universe 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

       What the successful schools get right: 

 they generate opportunities to explore, and reflect on, teaching and learning  

 

expertise in the subject which needs to be developed 

 they encourage teachers to go beyond the textbook and use a variety of  

resources  

 they insure that  

 they encourage students to 

to support their views and ideas. 

 Islamic education 

29%

58% 62%

2008-2009 2015-2016 2016-2017

Progress in Islamic education

(Percentage of good or better progress)

             Parents told us... 

We are very pleased with the overall 

development we have seen in our children. 

We are especially also very pleased with 

the quality of Arabic and Islamic 

education being imparted to students    

by having special after school optional 

sessions for interested students 
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For all students, high levels of language competence are the 

foundation for success in life in the global market. Inspection findings 

show this to be the case in English but less so in Arabic. In English, 

from 2008 when it was 44% to 74% in 2016-2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Arabic and English 

      Inspection findings indicate the key factors for the improvements are: 

 students who thrive in their learning because of highly engaging teaching and a 

creative curriculum which stimulate learning and challenge students of all 

abilities  

 carefully planned programme of study, systematically building progression and 

reinforcing skills in reading and writing  

 senior leaders who ensure a rigorous programme of planning, monitoring, and 

evaluation which follows a  

 whole-school pattern and contributes to the sharp focus on action to improve 

  

44%

73% 74%

2008-2009 2015-2016 2016-2017

Progress in English

(Percentage of good or better progress)

46% 43%
49%

2010-2011 2015-2016 2016-2017

Progress in Arabic

(Percentage of good or better progress)

      Parents told us... 
The school has arranged 
Arabic classes for the 
parent which is a nouvelle 
initiative and at a very 
negligible fee 

          Parents told us... 
The school has definitely made improvements since last 
year. However, there can be more rigour in studying 
mathematics and English. Grammar focus, spelling, 
elocution and public speaking" needs to be improved.  
It is a pleasure though to see sports and extra-curricular 
activities being given attention this year 
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       What the successful schools get right: 

 the quality of communication between staff across the school is a key strength. Staff meet regularly to review 

progress, establish priorities and work together to improve provision. Where monitoring identifies training needs, 

these are frequently provided through colleagues working together, discussing ideas and sharing effective practice  

 the early years are a mathematically rich environment  

 

mathematics  

  

 

 

 

Like Arabic and English, mathematics is very important in our 

daily lives. It helps us to understand our world. It is also essential 

to science, technology and engineering. Inspection findings 

indicate that 

2008 when it was 43% to 72% in 2016-2017 in mathematics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Mathematics 

43%

70% 72%

2008-2009 2015-2016 2016-2017

Progress in Mathematics

(Percentage of good or better progress)
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44%

66% 72%

2008-2009 2015-2016 2016-2017

Progress in Science

(Percentage of good or better progress)

       Inspection evidence shows the good or better schools: 

 consistently ensure students undertake practical investigations or 

explain scientific ideas in writing, based on the knowledge they have 

acquired  

  

 help students to understand and explain ideas effectively, through 

the use of scientific writing  

In schools where scientific writing is weak, all students 

often write the same thing, or the writing often involves 

completing worksheets. 

 

 

  

To learn science, students have to do science, and that means 

scientific enquiry, practical investigations, attempting to apply 

what they already know to new situations, then revising their 

knowledge in the light of the new evidence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

       Parents told us... 

It would be good if there is a 

more practical approach to 

certain subjects like science 

 Science 

           Students told us... 

I would like my school to 

encourage more of technology 

use as we are only allowed to 

get gadgets once a week 
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Leadership in Dubai private 

schools continues to improve 
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Leadership in Dubai private schools continues to improve 

One of the key factors underpinning improvements in Dubai schools is the effectiveness of leaders. Inspection 

findings indicate 66% of all Dubai schools benefit from good or better quality of leadership. This is a significant 

increase from 2008, when 46% of private schools were judged to have good or better leadership. 

All schools can improve, and leadership is the most significant factor affecting that improvement. At all stages 

of development, good leaders establish a common understanding of the purpose of the school, its 

ambitions and expectations for staff and students. Leaders ensure that staff understand their roles and 

responsibilities and demonstrate a commitment and capacity to developing the professional skills of their staff, 

particularly in relation to teaching. Leaders are responsible for improving the quality of teaching and learning, 

for leading learning, rather than undertaking management and administrative duties only. Staff in leadership 

roles establish a clear view of the quality of teaching and learning by listening to learners, by systematic 

classroom observations  and analysing data. 

 

  

     Teachers told us... 
This is an institution 
where all the teachers 
really persevere to the 
best of their ability to 
produce the global 
citizens of tomorrow 

32%

51% 55%

2008-09 2015-16 2016-17

Self-evaluation

46%

64% 66%

2008-09 2015-16 2016-17

Leadership

54%

85% 87%

2008-09 2015-16 2016-17

Parents                    
and community

35%

64% 65%

2008-09 2015-16 2016-17

Management 
and resoures

34%

59% 60%

2008-09 2015-16 2016-17

Governance

Leadership and 
management 
(Good or better 

quality) 
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 We challenge schools to develop:  

a common vision, culture and sense of direction 
a focus on improving teaching and learning 
investment in professional learning 
a honest, accurate and evaluative self-evaluation  
systematic improvement planning 
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Conclusion 
At KHDA, we are proud that 64% of all students in Dubai private schools, now 

attend schools that have been rated good or better overall. At the same time, 

however, it is concerning that 6% of students attend weak schools in Dubai. In 

these schools, students lack basic skills in English, mathematics and science, and 

too few students work at the highest levels in these subjects. Lack of direction, 

failure to hold others to account, low expectations, and an insufficient focus on 

teaching and learning are the common shortcomings of leadership at all levels in 

weak schools. Consequently, difficulties arise in attracting the right teachers and 

leaders to improve the quality of the provision. At KHDA we are determined to 

continue to challenge school leaders, governors and owners in addressing these 

shortcomings.  

We encourage all school leaders to build a culture of school-to-school 

collaboration. This involves a genuine commitment to being open to learning from 

others, teachers having the opportunity to work together.  

 

Parents told us... 
 

Extremely happy 
with the school 

Parents told us... 
Teachers changes 
very frequently. We 
are seeing new class 
teacher during every 
meetings, so it is 
very difficult for the 
teacher to 

educational needs 
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Overall performance of private schools in Dubai 

School Name 
Main 

Curriculum 

2016-2017 
overall 
rating 

2015-2016 
overall 
rating 

2014-2015 
overall 
rating 

2013-2014 
overall 
rating 

2012-2013 
overall 
rating 

2011-2012 
 overall 
rating 

2010-2011 
 overall 
rating 

2009-2010 
overall 
rating 

2008-2009 
overall 
rating 

Kings school Dubai  UK Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

GEMS Wellington 

International School 
UK/IB Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Good 

Jumeirah College  UK Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Good Outstanding 

Jumeirah English Speaking 

School 
UK Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Good Outstanding 

Dubai College  UK Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Good Good 

GEMS Jumeirah Primary 

School 
UK Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Good Good 

Jumeirah English Speaking 

School (Br)  
UK/IB Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Good Good Outstanding 

GEMS Dubai American 

Academy  
US/IB Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Good Good Good 

GEMS Modern Academy  Indian 

(CISCE) 
Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Good Good 

Not 

inspected 

The Indian High School  Indian 

(CBSE) 
Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Good Good 

Not 

inspected 

Dubai English Speaking 

private college -branch 
UK Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Good Good Good Good 

Repton School UK/IB Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Good Good Good Good Good Good 

Lycee Francais International 

Georges Pompidou Primary 

Oud Metha 

FRENCH Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable 

Lycee Francais International 

Georges Pompidou School  

( Dubai Branch )  

FRENCH Outstanding Outstanding Good Good Good Good Good Good Good 

Dubai International Academy IB Outstanding Outstanding Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable 

GEMS Royal Dubai School  UK Outstanding Outstanding Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable 
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DSIB School Inspection - Key Messages (2016 2017) 

School Name 
Main 

Curriculum 

2016-2017 
overall 
rating 

2015-2016 
overall 
rating 

2014-2015 
overall 
rating 

2013-2014 
overall 
rating 

2012-2013 
overall 
rating 

2011-2012 
 overall 
rating 

2010-2011 
 overall 
rating 

2009-2010 
overall 
rating 

2008-2009 
overall 
rating 

Horizons English School UK Very good Very good Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Good Good Good Good 

Jebel Ali School  UK Very good Very good Good Good Good Outstanding Good Good Good 

Dubai English Speaking School UK Very good Very good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good 

GEMS Wellington Primary School UK Very good Very good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good 

Dubai British School UK Very good Very good Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable 

The School of Research Science UK Very good Very good Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable 

Delhi Private School 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Very good Very good Good Good Good Good Good Good 

Not 
inspected 

GEMS Our Own English High 
School 

Indian 
(CBSE) 

Very good Very good Good Good Good Good Good Good 
Not 

inspected 

The Millenium School 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Very good Very good Good Good Good Good Good Good 

Not 
inspected 

Lycee Libanais Francophone 
Prive-Dubai 

FRENCH Very good Very good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Good 

Deira International School UK/IB Very good Very good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

The Winchester School UK Very good Very good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

GEMS Wellington Academy 
(Branch) 

UK/IB Very good Very good Good Good Good 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Uptown School IB Very good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good 

Al Mizhar American Academy 
School 

US Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good 

American School of Dubai  US Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good 

Dubai National School  US Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good 

Japanese School Japanese Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good 

Lycee Francais International FRENCH Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good 

The English College Dubai UK Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good 

Cambridge International School UK Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable 

Emirates International private 
School L.L.C 

IB Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable 

GEMS World Academy IB Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable 
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DSIB School Inspection - Key Messages (2016 2017) 

School Name 
Main 

Curriculum 

2016-2017 
overall 
rating 

2015-2016 
overall 
rating 

2014-2015 
overall 
rating 

2013-2014 
overall 
rating 

2012-2013 
overall 
rating 

2011-2012 
 overall 
rating 

2010-2011 
 overall 
rating 

2009-2010 
overall 
rating 

2008-2009 
overall 
rating 

Horizon International School - 
LLC 

UK Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable 

Universal American School - 
Branch 

US/IB Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable 

Rajagiri International School 
Dubai 

Indian 
(CBSE) 

Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good 
Not 

inspected 

The Indian High School-Branch 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good 

Not 
inspected 

Raffles International School -Um 
Suqeim South BR 

UK Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Good 

Dubai Gem Private School UK Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable 

Dubai Scholars Private School UK Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable 

Greenwood International School US Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable 

Regent International Private 
School 

UK Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable 

Our Own High School 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable 

Not 
inspected 

Al Ameen Private School UK Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Weak 

Raffles World Academy UK/IB Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Good Acceptable 

Al Ittihad Private School (BR)  US Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Good 

Al Salam Private School UK Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Good 

German International School 
Dubai 

GERMAN Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Good 

Al Diyafah High School UK Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Emirates International School 
(Meadows) 

IB Good Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Jumeira Baccalaureate School IB/UK Good Good Good Good Good Good 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
St. Mary Catholic High School-
Dubai 

UK Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Good Acceptable Good 

Safa British School UK Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Good 

Al Rashid Al Saleh Private School MOE Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 
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DSIB School Inspection - Key Messages (2016 2017) 

School Name 
Main 

Curriculum 

2016-2017 
overall 
rating 

2015-2016 
overall 
rating 

2014-2015 
overall 
rating 

2013-2014 
overall 
rating 

2012-2013 
overall 
rating 

2011-2012 
 overall 
rating 

2010-2011 
 overall 
rating 

2009-2010 
overall 
rating 

2008-2009 
overall 
rating 

Pristine Private School UK Good Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

GreenField Community School IB Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Good Good Good 

JSS International School LLC 
Indian 

(CISCE) 
Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Good 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Dar Al Marefa School IB Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Good Good 

Dubai Police Kindergarten - Deira 
Branch 

MOE Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Sheikh Rashid Bin Saeed Islamic 
Institute 

MOE Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Star International School UK Good Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Weak 

Al Mawakeb School - Br US Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

The Westminster School UK Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Iranian Towheed Boys School Iranian Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Collegiate American School  US Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

JSS PRIVATE SCHOOL LLC 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

GEMS Our Own Indian School 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Good Good Acceptable Good Good Good Good Acceptable 

Not 
inspected 

Dubai National School ( Branch)  US Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Good Good Good Good 

Al Mawakeb School - Al Garhoud US Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

The Kindergarten Starters 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Not 
inspected 

United International Private 
School 

PHILIPPINE Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Weak Weak 

Ambassador School L.L.C 
Indian 

(CISCE) 
Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Russian International School RUSSIAN Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Al Basateen Private Nursery 
Hatta branch 

MOE Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Weak Weak Weak 
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DSIB School Inspection - Key Messages (2016 2017) 

School Name 
Main 

Curriculum 

2016-2017 
overall 
rating 

2015-2016 
overall 
rating 

2014-2015 
overall 
rating 

2013-2014 
overall 
rating 

2012-2013 
overall 
rating 

2011-2012 
 overall 
rating 

2010-2011 
 overall 
rating 

2009-2010 
overall 
rating 

2008-2009 
overall 
rating 

Ambassador Kindergarten LLC 
Indian 

(CISCE) 
Good Good Acceptable Acceptable 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Victory Heights Primary School UK Good Good Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Foremarke School UK Good Good 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
GEMS New Millennium School 
L.L.C 

Indian 
(CBSE) 

Good Good 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
GEMS Wellington Academy- Al 
Khail 

UK Good Good 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Dubai International private 
School - BR 

US Good Acceptable Acceptable Good Good Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Queen International School UK Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Good Good Good 

International School of Arts & 
Sciences 

US Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

The Sheffield Private School UK Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Bradenton Preparatory Academy US Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Apple International School UK Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Weak Acceptable Weak Acceptable 

GEMS International School- Al 
Khail 

IB Good Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
INTERNATIONAL CONCEPT 
EDUCATION 

FRENCH/IB Good Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Gems FirstPoint School UK Good 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Kings School Al Barsha UK/IB Good 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Kings School Nad Al Sheba UK Good 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Nord Anglia International School UK Good 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Safa Community School UK Good 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Sunmarke School  UK Good 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
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DSIB School Inspection - Key Messages (2016 2017) 

School Name 
Main 

Curriculum 

2016-2017 
overall 
rating 

2015-2016 
overall 
rating 

2014-2015 
overall 
rating 

2013-2014 
overall 
rating 

2012-2013 
overall 
rating 

2011-2012 
 overall 
rating 

2010-2011 
 overall 
rating 

2009-2010 
overall 
rating 

2008-2009 
overall 
rating 

Springdales School LLC 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Acceptable Good 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Mirdif Private School US Acceptable Acceptable Good Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Weak 

Deira private school UK Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Good Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Star International School  
( Branch ) 

UK Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Good Acceptable Good 

Elite English School 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Good Acceptable 

Not 
inspected 

The International School of 
Choueifat 

SABIS Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Good Good 

Philadelphia Private School US Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Good Acceptable 

Al Ittihad Private school  US Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Good 

Dubai Carmel School UK Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Good 

Al Basateen Private Nursery MOE Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Al Eman Educational Est ( Al 
Eman private School ) 

MOE Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Al Khaleej National School  US Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Al Nibras International private 
School 

US Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

American International School  US Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Dubai International private 
School  

US Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Dubai Modern Education School US/MOE Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Modern Skills School US Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

National Charity School-Boys 
and Girls 

MOE Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

North American International 
School  

US Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Sharjah American International 
Private school  

US Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

The City School International 
Private 

UK Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 
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DSIB School Inspection - Key Messages (2016 2017) 

School Name 
Main 

Curriculum 

2016-2017 
overall 
rating 

2015-2016 
overall 
rating 

2014-2015 
overall 
rating 

2013-2014 
overall 
rating 

2012-2013 
overall 
rating 

2011-2012 
 overall 
rating 

2010-2011 
 overall 
rating 

2009-2010 
overall 
rating 

2008-2009 
overall 
rating 

Gulf Indian High School 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Not 
inspected 

New Indian Model School 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Not 
inspected 

The Central School 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Not 
inspected 

Al Shurooq Private School MOE Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Weak 

Arab Unity School UK Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Weak 

Oxford School  UK Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Weak 

Al Adab Iranian Private School 
for Boys 

Iranian Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Al Adab Iranian Private School 
for Girls 

Iranian Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Iranian Khadije Kobra School Iranian Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Iranian Salman Farsi Boys School Iranian Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Iranian Towheed Girls School Iranian Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Pakistan Educational Academy Pakistani Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Weak Weak Weak 
Not 

inspected 

GEMS Winchester School UK Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
The Indian International School 
(DSO Branch) 

Indian 
(CBSE) 

Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Buds Public School 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Weak Weak Weak 

Not 
inspected 

Little Flowers English school 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Weak Weak Weak 

Not 
inspected 

The Indian Academy 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Grammar School UK Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Weak Weak Weak Weak Weak 

The International School of 
Choueifat - Branch 

SABIS Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
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DSIB School Inspection - Key Messages (2016 2017) 

School Name 
Main 

Curriculum 

2016-2017 
overall 
rating 

2015-2016 
overall 
rating 

2014-2015 
overall 
rating 

2013-2014 
overall 
rating 

2012-2013 
overall 
rating 

2011-2012 
 overall 
rating 

2010-2011 
 overall 
rating 

2009-2010 
overall 
rating 

2008-2009 
overall 
rating 

New Academy School US Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Weak Weak Weak Weak Acceptable Acceptable 

Sabari Indian School LLC 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Acceptable Acceptable 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Al Sadiq Islamic English School UK Acceptable Acceptable Weak Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Al Arqm Private School MOE Acceptable Acceptable Weak Weak Weak Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

New World  School Private MOE Acceptable Acceptable Weak Weak Weak Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Islamic School for Training & 
Education 

MOE Acceptable Weak Weak Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

CAPITAL SCHOOL. UK Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

CREDENCE HIGH SCHOOL 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Acceptable 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

GEMS Metropole School- UK Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

ONTARIO INTERNATIONAL 
CANADIAN SCHOOL  

Canadian Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

Emirates English Speaking School 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Weak Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Not 
inspected 

The Philippine School PHILIPPINE Weak Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 
Not 

inspected 

English Language Private School UK Weak Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Weak Weak Weak Weak Acceptable 

International Academic School US Weak Weak Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Al Maaref Private School (LLC) US Weak Weak Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Weak 

Dubai Arabian American Private 
School 

US Weak Weak Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Weak Weak Weak 

Crescent English School 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Weak Weak Weak Weak Weak Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Not 
inspected 

H. H. Shaikh Rashid Al Maktoum 
Pakistani School-Dubai ( English 
Lang) 

Pakistani Weak Weak Weak Weak Weak Weak Acceptable Acceptable 
Not 

inspected 

Gulf Model School 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Weak Weak Weak Weak Weak Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Not 
inspected 

Bilva Indian School 
Indian 

(CBSE) 
Weak 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

Not 
inspected 

 


